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Summer is a time that should find us looking forward to reading and remembering that a
good book can be fun as well as informative.  David E. Owens Middle School encourages
all students and their families to engage in reading together this summer by exploring
literature of all kinds.  Research has shown that students who read during the summer
months retain more learning and move into the new school year more prepared than do
students who do not engage in reading.  We want students to build time during the day to
read independently.  By encouraging students to read independently over the summer, we
support the goal of creating lifelong readers. Our district mission is to have all students
read at least 20 minutes each day this summer.

This year’s summer reading format allows students to read one required book from a
short list, at least one free choice book, and an unlimited number of additional reading
choices.  By clicking on the appropriate level for next year’s grade, students and their
families can find information to assist with this selection.  Each grade level also includes
details about the learning opportunity for the required book that will be due in
September.  Students are encouraged to read all different genres and forms of written
expression including newspapers, magazines, fiction, historical fiction, biographies,
non-fiction and poetry. There is no limit on what a student can read this summer---Just
Read!

All students, including those who are new to David E. Owens Middle School are included
in the summer reading program and are encouraged to participate fully in it.

Enjoy the summer, and be sure to read!

Mr. DeLalla
Principal



Summer Reading
8th grade – 2022

Book List

All 8th grade students are required to read one of the following books and complete the assignment
using the REQUIRED book.

Starry Eyes by Jen Bennett

A teen girl’s way-too-ordinary life is driven off the beaten path when she’s abandoned in the wilderness with
her worst adversary—the boy who broke her heart. Ever since last year’s homecoming dance, best
friends-turned-best enemies Zorie and Lennon have made an art of avoiding each other. It doesn’t hurt that
their families are the modern day, Californian version of the Montagues and Capulets. But when a group
camping trip goes south, Zorie and Lennon find themselves stranded in the wilderness. Alone. Together. What
could go wrong? As the two travel deeper into Northern California’s rugged backcountry, secrets and hidden
feelings surface. But can Zorie and Lennon’s rekindled connection survive out in the real world? Or was it just a
result of the fresh forest air and the magic of the twinkling stars?

Ten by Gretchen McNeil

Ten teens. Three days. One killer.
It was supposed to be the weekend of their lives—an exclusive house party on Henry Island. Best friends Meg
and Minnie are looking forward to two days of boys, booze, and fun-filled luxury. But what starts out as fun
turns twisted after the discovery of a DVD with a sinister message: Vengeance is mine. And things only get
worse from there. With a storm raging outside, the teens are cut off from the outside world . . . so when a
mysterious killer begins picking them off one by one, there’s no escape

Blood Red, Snow White by Marcus Sedgwick

When writer Arthur Ransome leaves his unhappy marriage in England and moves to Russia to work as a
journalist, he has little idea of the violent revolution about to erupt. Unwittingly, he finds himself at its center,
tapped by the British to report back on the Bolsheviks even as he becomes dangerously, romantically
entangled with Trotsky's personal secretary. Both sides seek to use Arthur to gather and relay information for
their own purposes . . . and both grow to suspect him of being a double agent. Arthur wants only to elope far
from conflict with his beloved, but her Russian ties make leaving the country nearly impossible. And the more
Arthur resists becoming a pawn, the more entrenched in the game he seems to become.

White Rabbit by Caleb Roehrig

Rufus Holt is having the worst night of his life. It begins with the reappearance of his ex-boyfriend,
Sebastian–the guy who stomped his heart out like a spent cigarette. Just as Rufus is getting ready to move on,
Sebastian turns up out of the blue, saying they need to “talk.” Things couldn’t get worse, right? Then Rufus
gets a call from his sister April, begging for help. He and Sebastian find her, drenched in blood and holding a
knife beside the dead body of her boyfriend, Fox Whitney. April swears she didn’t kill Fox. Rufus knows her too
well to believe she’s telling him the whole truth, but April has something he needs



Summer Reading
8th grade – 2022

Assignment

While reading a novel from the list above, during the summer, all students are
also required to keep a reading notes log. This log will have two columns on it. In the
first column of the log, you will record quotes or events from the story that you found
interesting or insightful along with the page number. In the second column of your log,
you will write your reaction, insight, or analysis of the information from the novel using
literary terms.

The first column is strictly for factual information from the text. (text evidence)
The second column is where you are to analyze what you read in the text. This is
where you can include your own opinions, predictions, etc.

Format
Your journal

● must include 15-20 entries that span the entire book.
● must be typed on the computer.
● will be graded based on the number of entries as well as the depth and

thoughtfulness of your insight.
● must include the page number of where the text in column one came from in the

novel.

Use the link below to make a copy of the log:

8th Grade Summer Reading- Reading Notes Log

ALL JOURNALS SHOULD BE COMPLETED INDEPENDENTLY & WILL BE
SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY IN SEPTEMBER.

This is NOT a group assignment and should be worked on alone. There is no need to
print out these journals as they will only be accepted electronically using your school
Google account. On the next page is an example of what the reading notes log could
look like. This example will look very similar to the work your 7th grade teacher
reviewed with you in class. This is the exemplar of what your entries should look like.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O3G_X0T0F3j_3flDvth3Tp2xWaReyeuojZLVqUTVADI/copy


Example of a Reading Note Log

Text Evidence w/ Page Number Analysis

“Longbottom, if brains were gold, you'd be
poorer than Weasley, and that's saying
something.” (p56)

Harry Potter

Rowling characterizes Draco as a mean and nasty
person. Draco ridicules Longbottom and Weasley at the
same time. He makes fun of Longbottom’s intelligence
and how Weasy’s family is considered lower class.
Through Draco’s comment, Rowling portrays him as a
character with a lack of compassion or understanding.

“Crammed into cattle cars by the Hungarian
police, they cried silently. Standing on the station
platform, we too were crying.

The train disappeared over the horizon; all that
was left was thick, dirty smoke.” (34)

Night

Wiesel uses the setting to express the hopelessness of the
situation. The Jewish people are described as “crammed
into cattle cars” by the police. As they watched the train
pull away all that could be soon was the “thick, dirty
smoke.” created by the train engine. This description of
the setting expresses a dreary mood and elicits sympathy
from the reader. Using the train, something familiar to
most readers, as a setting also helps Wiesel connect the
reader with the material.

“’Well, you keep away from her, cause she’s a
rattrap if I ever seen one.’” (p 32)

Of Mice and Men

Speaking to Lennie, George refers to Curly’s wife as a
“rattrap”. Steinbeck uses this metaphor to express how
dangerous Curly’s wife could become to George and
Lenny. George understands that, like a rattrap, Lenny
should avoid her at all costs in order to avoid any pain or
suffering. George’s portrayal as Lenny’s caretaker is
strengthened by him giving this warning.

“Dresden was like the moon now, nothing but
minerals.” (76)

Slaughterhouse Five

In the novel, Dresden had just been heavily bombed while
the soldiers waited underground. After the bombing of
Dresden, Vonnegut uses a simile and compares Dresden
to the moon. The comparison allows the reader to
understand just how destructive the bombs were. They
left Dresden totally isolated and barren, full of holes and
craters, very similar to the moon. Vonnegut uses the
simile to express the utter destruction of war.

“I think there should be a rule that everyone in
the world should get a standing ovation at least
once in their lives.” (78)

Wonder

Palacio expresses a theme of the novel through this
quote. Auggie says that he believes all people deserve at
least one standing ovation. A major theme of the novel is
the acceptance and appreciation of others. Auggie’s desire
for each person to receive a standing ovation expresses
this theme and how each person should feel valued and
appreciated in their lives.

“I wanted you to see what real courage is, instead Atticus Finch tells his children that courage does not



of getting the idea that courage is a man with a
gun in his hand. It’s when you know you’re
licked before you begin, but you begin anyway
and see it through no matter what.” (22)

To Kill a Mockingbird

come from holding a gun, but from completing something
even if the odds are against you. Lee foreshadows the
later events in the novel, in which Atticus tries to defend
Tom Robinson, even though the odds look to be against
him. Later in the novel, Atticus is challenged with
following the same advice he gave his children. This use
of foreshadowing helps establish the theme and Atticus’
attitude about the world.

“Outside, even through the shut window-pane,
the world looked cold. Down in the street little
eddies of wind were whirling dust and torn paper
into spirals, and though the sun was shining and
the sky a harsh blue, there seemed to be no
colour in anything, except the posters that were
plastered everywhere.” (17)

1984

Orwell uses imagery to provide the reader a vivid picture
of the scene. The imagery adds to the depressing mood of
the scene. Orwell writes that “the world looked cold.” and
“there seemed to be no colour of anything.” The reader
can better picture a scene and get a good sense of the
cold, depressing world that Winston is inhabiting. The
lack of color in the imagery enhances the dreariness of
this dystopian setting.

“Once Addie let someone in, she was impossible
to forget. There was something about her that
crawled inside a person and built a nice comfy
home there, her goodness expanding until it filled
every limb.” (15)

Split Second

West uses personification to express the impact that
Addie has on those around her. “Something about her” is
described as “building a nice comfy home” inside those
that Addie allowed to be close to her. West provides the
reader a vivid image and expresses the positive and long
lasting impact Addie has on those around her.

“I like it when somebody gets excited about
something. It's nice.” (120)

The Catcher in the Rye

Salinger’s word choice expresses an excited or joyful
tone. This is significant because, through most of the
novel, Holden speaks with a sarcastic or jaded tone.
Salinger’s change of tone signifies that Holden is not
negative about everything in the world, and feels genuine
happiness about some things. This shows character
development as Holden begins to express a wider range
of feelings.





Rubric for Reading Notes Log

A B C D

Analysis

Demonstrates a
complete

understanding and
interpretation of

text evidenced by
a wide variety of
literary devices in

the responses.

Demonstrates
adequate

understanding and
interpretation of

text evidenced by
some variety of

literary devices in
the responses.

Demonstrates
some

understanding and
interpretation of

text evidenced by
little variety of

literary devices in
the responses.

Demonstrates
very limited

understanding and
interpretation of

text evidenced by
no variety of

literary devices in
the responses.

Reponses Writes 20 or more
entries

Writes 15-19
entries

Writes 10-14
entries

Writes less than
10 entries

Insight
Responses are
thorough and
thoughtful.

Responses are
fairly thorough
and thoughtful.

Some responses
are incomplete or

irrelevant.

Many responses
are disjointed,
incomplete, or

irrelevant.

Comprehension

Exhibits a level of
comprehension

that extends
beyond the literal
to the personal,

critical, evaluative
responses.

Exhibits a level of
comprehension

that extends
beyond literal to
the personal with

some critical
responses.

Exhibits a level of
comprehension
that is mostly

literal or personal,
with few critical

responses.

Exhibits a level of
comprehension
that is mostly

literal with some
personal

responses, and no
critical responses.
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